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Beginning of interest in weather, visiting observatory at NY Daily news
as a teenager

Reasons for studying meteorology, turned down at Webb Institute of
Naval Architecture, entering NYU 1941, Air Force cadet program 1943,
sent to Brown University & MIT War Course

Faculty of War Course, leaving service in 1946, completing Bachelors &
Masters degrees. Careers of others in War Course, some prominent in
other fields
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Standards in cadet program, curriculum guided by Rossby. Smagorinsky’s
1% job after commission making forecasts of cloud variations for B-29s
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Personal reflections on squadron trained in Nebraska to drop atom bomb

Time in Denver, then New Hampshire for training in reconnaissance. Met
Norman Phillips. Description of Master’s program, influential professors:
Haurwitz, Hans Panofsky, Jim Miller

Smagorinsky’s thesis work on determining the divergence fields, 1948
marriage to Margaret Knoepfel, her work at Weather Bureau. Meeting
Charney at AMS meeting in 1949, invited to Princeton to get PhD.
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1950, Charney establishing the meteorology goup at Institute for
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conclusion that continentality and orography are competitive.

13

Publication of Smagorinsky’s dissertation in Royal Meteorological
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non-geostrophic modes, difficulty in finding Hadley circulation
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work between Smagorinsky and Gilchrist
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Phillips-Charney baroclinic model, Eliassen’s work on a 2 level primitive
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Von Neumann as Atomic Energy Commissioner, organization of INPWU
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615 Pennsylvania, decision to work with a university.
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administrative responsibilities, philosophy
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at age 59.




