Book: Beats, Rhymes, and Classroom Life

      Hip-Hop Pedagogy and the Politics of Identity

      By Marc Lamont Hill

Review: 

When you read this book, you actually feel like you are taking the course, Hip-Hop Literature. The in-class discussions he recorded provide not only crucial insight to the students' thoughts and feelings about the course itself, but also you feel as if you are being immersed into the discussion. I found myself reacting to the course, instead of just reading the material. If you are in a diverse community, I definitely recommend picking up this book and learning an important aspect of African American culture. Or if you are looking to learn more about Hip-Hop in general which is a huge part of the American youth experience and American culture overall.  Most importantly, Hill’s book teaches you, as the reader, to peer deeper into the lyrics of hip-hop, or anything else that is inspiring to the students you might find yourself teaching, and use this current, lively material to teach your students to think critically about literature. Hill opens your eyes to the potential Hip-Hop Literature could have in your classroom, and you begin to realize that you could reach almost any culture by letting them studying what inspires them, what they relate to. 

