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Social Issues as Presented in Romeo and Juliet (ninth grade)
Christine Trudel

I nventory

Because | have already had the opportunity to get to know ny students for whomthis unit is designed for, I
have the advantage of knowing a bit about them For instance, through reading sanples of their essays, | have
learned that their overall writing ability can be described as average to bel owaverage. Consequently, the unit
allovs for anple opportunity to write (in journals and two papers) with revision opportunities for both papers. In
order to gain a nore personal understanding of ny students, | will also have themfill out a questionnaire prior to
the beginning of the unit. The questionnaire is included at the end of this section
Rational e
Think back with me for just a moment to when you wal ked through the front doors of your first high school class
Can you remenber the feelings you had on that memorable day? |f you were |ike most teens, you probably felt
anxious, nervous, and possibly even a little apathetic. Wile you probably understood that school was inportant to
your future, chances are you had much more on your mind. The activities and events going on around you probably
occupi ed many of your thoughts. The nost recent progress with your crush, a fight you had with your parents about
cleaning your room and how you'd manage to be accepted by the “cool " kids was likely to be at the top of your |ist
of concerns. The teens of today face many of these same issues, in addition to nany more. At fifteen, many
students get overlooked and disregarded by the adults around them Because they are so "young,” many adults feel
that they may not have any real concerns or stresses. However, the adults who hold this view nust be made avare
that times have changed. Many controversial issues plaguing society are greatly affecting our youth. A steady
decline in noral and psychol ogi cal well-being has been noted in Arerica's youth in recent years
I'n consideration of teens' desires to be accepted by the "cool group,” it is inportant to explore the issue of
influential peer groups. As [r. Peter Smgorinsky points out, “Some peer groups adopt values that condone predatory
actions. A nunber of such cases have made national news, inciuding the ritual rape of girls, and the routin
taunting of social groups with little power in the school " (Teaching English Through Principled Practice 311). Dr.
Snagorinsky' s point denonstrates that peer groups have the ability to heavily influence teens and shoul d not be
taken lightly. Teen violence, as demonstrated with the tragic Col unbine high school shooting in 1999,
T opr esentative of he Serious peychol ogi cal pain many youthe aro feeling.  in addition to harming other students, an
alarmng nunber of students are resorting to self-destruction. During the 2001-02 school year, Dacula high school
had 4 suicides (Kesler 25 September 2002). Due to the esteemed reputation of Dacula high school and Gainnett
County, these suicides were kept |ow profile and not made known to the general public. Because parents are often
Ieft in the dark regarding the preval ence of teen suicide, the cries of many teens go unheard. Another startling
statistic regarding teen social issues surrounds youth drug use. A recent study conducted by the National Institute
of Drug Abuse found that typically around 30%of Sth graders use marijuana regularly (wwnida.nih.gov). Finally, |
woul d Iike to make a note regarding the sexual practices of many teens. According to ww.focusas.com nore than 1/2
of females and nearly 2/3 of males have had intercourse by their 18th birthday. Wiile these statistics are all
quite dismal and unfortunate, | firmy believe that educating today's youth is the key to change. While the natural
reaction is to shield children fromthe brutal truths of the world, such an action would undoubtedly have a
devastating effect on the teens.
While sensitive teen social issues will certainly be on the nminds of many of the students, that is not to suggest
that every student has contenplated suicide, experienced some formof youth violence, or participated in sexual
intercourse. However, as the previously supplied statistics demonstrate, the majority of ny students will have at
I'east sone opinion regarding the various social issues surrounding them While | maintain that discussing the
student's concerns is inportant to their personal development, | nust not stray fromtheir role as a Language Arts
teacher. In coming to this realization, | ampleased to have the resources available to achieve ny lofty goal of
educating ny students about pertinent teen issues through the use of classic and modern |iterature, as well
fostering independent thought and enhancing the reading conprehension and writing abilities of ny students.
In teaching a unit of teen issues, | hope to make the students aware of the many concerns that surround them
affecting their |ives every day. Through specific works of literature, | will demonstrate the many themes and
issues that have been present for teens throughout time, and conduct productive discussions regarding how t hese
i ssues have been dealt with throughout time. Students will be asked to recognize teen issues as presented in the
literature and be asked to independently think of productive ways of dealing with such sensitive issues. Vhile nany
of the teen issues and concerns that will be discussed during this unit will seemnegative, | also intend to focus a
significant portion of the unit on positive teen issues. Among these issues will be family values, peer groups, and
extra-curricular involvement. Additionally, | intend to cover a great number of requirements as outlined in the
Gwinnett County Acadenic Know edge and Skiiis (A K'S.)
I'n order to achieve these many goals, | will focus ny unit around WIIiam Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet. This
tineless play presents many social issues that are quite relevant to the teens | wll be teaching. Violence,
rebel [ion, sex, and fanily relationships are among the many issues Shakespeare presents to his reader. Through a
close reading of the text, | expect ny students to achieve an understanding of the social issues, such as viol ence,
sex, and familial relationships that vere dominant during Shakespeare's time. Additionally, the students will be
asked to draw concl usions regarding the similarities as wel| as differences between Shakespeare's societal reactions
and modern reactions to the sensitive issues. Wile teaching students about murder and suicide may seem rather
touchy, | stand firmin ny belief that education is the key to change. According to the Center for Disease Control,
homicide is the 2nd | eadi ng cause of death for persons 15-24 years old and the |eading cause of death for African
Anericans of the same age (www cdc.gov). Because all of nmy students will be between the ages of 15-24 and many of
the students will be African American, | feel that this statistic is especially relevant. Yet another startling
statistic about young people is regarding the increased suicide rate. CQurrently, suicide is the 3rd |eading cause
of death among peopl e 15-24 years ol d (waw psyche.org). Because murder and suicide are obviously very relevant to
teens, | feel that it is necessary to consider these issues al ongside reading Romeo and Juliet.
In addition to reading and exanining WIliam Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet, we will be reading a children's version
of Romeo and Juliet and |istening to the popular song “The Freshman’ by The Verve Pipe. W will also listen to and
discuss other popul ar songs of the students’ choosing. In reading the children's version of the play, | hope to
introduce the students to the play without the confusing and sometimes conplicated |anguage of Shakespeare. In
di scussing "The Freshman,” the students will be expected to consider why music presenting difficult teen issues is
so successful. Additionally, they will be asked to think about other popular songs that present teen social issues
and wi |l give a short presentation with their chosen song. In conpleting this small project, ny students consider
why they listen to and appreciate different songs, as well as consider what message the artist nay be presenting
Throughout the unit, the students will be working on a major multigenre research project regarding a teen social
issue of their choosing. M reason for assigning this project is to give the students an opportunity to find
substantial information regarding issues that have extreme pertinence in their Iives. Vhile many of the issues will
be brought up and discussed in class, | feel that it is quite inportant for students to gain substantial evidence

surrounding the issues. | will ask that the students take this report seriously, as it will count for a significant
portion of their final grades, and the issues that will be reported on are quite serious. Additionally, this
project will serve to fulfill several AK.S. witing standards, including "write to report answers to research

questions” (Guinnett County A K S.)
Finally, | would just like to clarify how each of ny goals for the unit will aidin the students' achievement with
the Gainnett County A K S. requirements. Listed beloware the many requirenents | hope to succeed in fulfilling
throughout this unit:
Speak in a clear, understandable manner (through reading Romeo and Juliet aloud in class)
Read for a purpose; expect reading to make sense, to answer questions or to stinulate ideas
Make and defend inferences and concl usi ons
Fol ow written technical directions and procedures
Eval uate consistency of information anong maps, graphs, and charts (as an aspect of the research report)
Interpret author's meanini
Read oral Iy vith appropriate fluency and phrasing (through reading Romeo and Juliet aloud in class)
Expand vocabul ary through reading, etymology and the use of dictionaries and other references
I'dentify synonyns and antonyns for given words
Analyze and construct word anal ogi es
Use context clues to identify unknown words while reading
I'dentify and use prefixes, root vords and suffixes to identify words
Use phonetic respel |ing, key words and diacritics to pronounce unknown words
Use dictionary, glossary, thesaurus, and other references to identify word meanings
Listen to, read and identify characteristics of drama, short stories, and poetry
Anal yze relationship between plot and theme in a work
Distinguish between first person and third person point of view
I'dentify protagonists and antagonists and their notivation
Distinguish between metaphors and similes
I'dentify inmagery, sensory |anguage, and exaggeration
I'dentify alliteration and onomatopoeia
Identify blank verse, meter, rhyme scheme, rhythm and stanza
Prewite to generate ideas
Draft, revise, and edit writing to inmprove fluency, content, organization, and style
Edit for spelling, fragments and run-on sentences
Use writing handbooks, grammar checkers and references to edit usage and mechanics
Wite and support thesis statement
Devel op central idea with exanples, illustrations, facts and details
Wite logical and effective transitions between ideas and paragraphs
Wite to reports answers to research questions
Wite to conpare and contrast objects, groups or concepts
Wite to persuade an identified audi ence using supporting facts and argurents
Docunent sources of quotations, idea and
Wite conbine and vary sentences to maich pur poses and audi ence
Use paral l el sentence Structure
Use avail abl e technol ogy to assist in witin
As you can see, ny goals for this teen social issues unit are quite lofty. However, with the scheduled texts and
activities, | feel that the students will have no probl em achi eving each of these goals. Additionally, the students
shoul d conclude this unit with a stronger sense of self, as well as a firmer understanding of their own personal
feelings and views regarding the many teen issues that they are faced with on a daily basis

Goal's and Rubrics
Dai ly Grades

Several activities and assignments will receive daily grades, which account for 20%of the final average
Wile the major daily grade assignments are |isted below this category is not limted to these assignnents. Daily
grades may also come from random attendance checks, participation, and any other form| feel is necessary
Current Events Journal
Expl anat i on:

On a weekly basis, students will be required to turn in 2 journal entries. The entries will each include a
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current event (found in newspaper, magazine, or journal) along with a reflective entry

Goal s:

* Become aware of the current events around them

* Make personal connections between hinfherself and the world around hin her

“ Wite a journal entry that is well-devel oped, reflective, and insightful

* Find his/her voice as a witer

Rubric

Each weekly submission will be graded by the following rubric and account for a daily grade.

CATEGORY
4

3
2

1

LENGTH

2 vel | -devel oped, detailed entries

2 entries, lacking in devel opment

nl'y 1 entry, poorly devel oped

Includes articles, but no entries

DEPTH

Shows i nsight, introspection, and reflection; sounds |ike "you"
Entries are adequately reflective, but 1'd like to see you dig deeper
Entries are somewhat shallow or superficial; sinply summarize the articles
Entries show little to no reflection of articles

Both articles are clearly about teen social issues

Both articles are about social issues, although the direct relevance to teens is not obvious
Qnly one article is about a teen social issue

Neither article is about a teen social issue

T. Johnson

G ade Representation
16: 100

15: 90

14: 85

13: 80

12: 70

11

65
10 and bel ow. 60

Song Lyric Presentation
Expl anat i on:

Students will bring in a song of their choice presenting a relevant teen issue. The song will be "clean"
for school use, but can be fromany time period or style. Additionally, they will be required to write a brief
explanation of the song and its meaning. The song lyric presentation wll count as a daily grade
Goal s:

*+ Consider why nusic presenting difficult teen issues is successful
* Consider what message the artist is presenting in his/her son
* Make personal connections between hinfherself and the song |yrics
Rubri ¢
Student can receive full credit, half credit, or no credit at all. The song lyric presentation will count as a
daily grade.
* Full credit: Student provides song (either the actual song or lyrics) for class to
experience.  Student also provides a short (one-page maximin) explanation of the song, as well as what he/she
thinks that the artist is trying to say about the particular social issue
* Half credit: Student provides song (either the actual song or lyrics) for class to
experience, but does not have the accompanying explanation. OR student provides explanation without the song for
class to experience
credit: Student does not conplete either expectation. OR the chosen song
contains profane | anguage.

Vocabul ary Qui zzes
Expl anati on:
On a weekly basis, students will take a 10-question vocabulary quiz provided by the school board. The
format of the quizzes will be multiple choice.
Goal's:
* Gauge the students' conmprehension of assigned vocabul ary words on a weekly basis
* Encourage students to broaden their vocabulary
Rubri ¢
These quizzes will be adninistered every Friday. Each quiz will have 10 questions, with each question worth 10
points. The quizzes will be worth 5%of the final average

Perfect Mate Activity
Expl anati on:
This is an activity that has 2 parts: a parent-version and a student-version. The main idea of the activity
i's toallowthe parents to explore their own idea of a perfect mate, as well as learn what their parents’ consider
to be as their ideal mates. Details will follow
Goal s:
“ Explore and | earn about self
* Encourage a heal thy conversation with parents

Rubric
Each segment of this assignment will count as a daily grade. Students will receive full credit as long as
both questionnaires are filled out conpletely

Love Devouring Death
Expl anati on:

This assignment will be an activity that encourages students to “think outside the box." In the activity,
students will have to find a creative way to illustrate love devouring death. Because both Iove and death at not
concrete objects, the challenge will lie in deciding howto illustrate the two ideas. The other aspect of the
assignment wi |l be to write a short poemthat illustrates |ove devouring death. Details will follow
Goal s:

* Think about |ove and death in a new wa
“ Effectively express feelings through art

Rubri ¢
This assignment will count as 5%of the final grade. It will be graded by the following rubric.
* Full Gredit- Student made an obvious effort to illustrate love devouring death and student included a short poem
to acconpany the picture.
* Half Gredit- Student either only did one half of the project, or little effort can be noted in the assignment
* No Credit- Student failed to conplete either aspect of the assignment

Resear ch Proposal
Expl anati on:
After the students have had several days to formresearch groups and decide on topics, they will be required

to turn in a research proposal . The proposal should indicate who is in the group, as well as what topic wll be
researched. Additionally, the proposal should state by what means the group intends to gather its information
Goal s:

* Come up with a research topic prior to the final deadline
* Becone responsi bl e researchers by developing a "game plan” to aid in research
* Forma research group that will assist in gathering information and devel oping milti-genre presentation
* Prewrite to generate ideas for writing and researching
Rubr i ¢
The research proposal will account for 10%of the final average.

CATEGORY
4

3
2

1

ORGANI ZATI ON

States what topic will be researched, as well as how the students will gain information; Also includes why said
topic vas chosen

States what topic will be researched as well as why said topic was chosen, but does not provide information
regarding the how aspect

Sinply states what topic will be researched with little or no other information

Students have not decided what they will research for the project

CORRECTNESS

Paper is typed and clear of surface errors

Paper is typed with occasional errors, but not enough to detract from the purpose

Paper is typed but errors detract fromthe content

Paper is not typed and surface errors make paper difficult to read

Grade Representation:
100

BN ®
~
a
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3 and bel ow 65

Resear ch Repor t
Expl anat i on:

Each student will turn in a 5-7-page research report individually. Although the students will be gathering
information and creating a presentation in groups, the reports should be done alone. The report should include
substantial support, as vell as a clear stance on the author's part. The research report wll also be a necessary
conponent of the student's writing folder, as it is required by the AKS. Details will follow
Goal s:

* Wite to report answers to research questions
* Wite and support thesis statements
* Develop a central idea with exanples, illustrations, facts, and details
* Wite to persuade an identified audience using supporting facts and arguments
* Docunent sources of quotations, ideas, and facts
* Eval uate consistency of infornation anong neps, graphs, and charts
Rubri ¢
The research report will be worth 20%of the final average.
CATEGCRY
n
3
2
1
1 NTRODUCTI ON
Catchy, draws the reader's interest fromthe first sentence
Functional, introduces topic and narrows to thesis

Under devel oped or not clearly relevant to the thesis
Nonexi stent; may start with the thesis statenent

THESI S
Stated clearly and directly; about what are you trying to informthe audience?
I's clear but too broad
I's indirectly referred to in the introduction
I's not evident
BODY: rel evance
At least 3 well-devel oped exanples that support your stance, as well as views from the opposing side
3 relevant exanples and opposing views, but not sufficiently devel oped or connected to the thesis
nly a few exanples, or poorly devel oped; some writing that isn't relevant
Vague exanpl es and not enough to sufficiently support the thesis
or gani zati on
Vel | organized into |ogical paragraphs and focused around the thesis; smooth transitions
“Too" organi zed (not smooth transitions) or some minor order/arrangement probl ens
Lack of organization detracts fromthe overal |l neaning of the report; wanders
No sense of organization is evident
SUPPORT
Supports are correctly set up, documented, and relevant to the paper
Not sufficient support (facts) with mnor documentation problens
Support is either not documented or its relevance is unclear to the topic
Very little or no support is evident
GRAMAR

Report is generally free of surface errors
Qccasi onal errors, but not enough to detract fromthe content
Errors detract fromthe content
Errors make report difficult to read

CE

Report is original and creative; sounds Iike "you"
Functional , but not exciting; sounds a little forced and predictabl e
Superficial or shallow |acks originality or doesn't engage the reader

No sense of "you"

CONCLUSI ON

Thesis/main idea is restated with different wording: message is applied to
tied u

Thesis i's restated using same wording; |oose ends aren't tied up; could be nore devel oped

Thesis is not restated, but a final statement is given; OR thesis is restated, but no final statement is given
Thesis is not restated; no attenpt is made to tie up |oose ends; no final statement is given

T. Johnson

"us" or the world in general; |oose ends

Grade Representation:
100

32:
30-31: 95
29: 90
28: 88
27: 85
26: 80
25: 78
24: 75
23: 70
22: 68
21: 6!

5
20 and bel ow 60

Research Presentation
Expl anati on:

The research group will present their project in a miti-genre style. Each menber of the group is expected
to equally contribute to the presentation, as only a group grade will be given. Details will follow
Goal s
* Wilize the nulti-genre presentation style
* Speak in a clear, understandable manner
* Use available technol ogy to assist in witing and presenting
* Inform peers about the relevancy and inportance of topic
* Work with others in a group setting
* Apply various skills to a single project (hands-on, writing, speaking, visual, auditory, etc.)

* Use graphs, charts, or statistics to represent the facts about topic
Rubr i ¢
The research presentation will be worth 20%of the final average

CATEQGORY
4

3
2

MULTI - GENRE
Incorporates at least 3 different genres effectively

Incorporates 3 different genres, but not very effectively

1 or 2 genres are noticeably incorporated, but they are used effectively

Project largely relies on only 1 genre

GROUP PARTI Ol PATI ON

Each member of the group actively participates in the presentation process

Each menber participates in the presentation, but one person seens to be "lost"

ne nenber carries the group through the presentation; other seem"lost"

No unity i's obvious in the presentation; each member seens to have his/her own presentation
ORGANI ZATI ON

Presented in a manner that makes sense; follows a |ogical path

Fol lows a |ogical path, but some parts seemto wander and not "fit"

Lack of organization detracts fromthe presentation; difficult to follow

No organi zation evident; each genre seems to be a report of it's own

OVERALL EFFECT| VENESS

Uni que i deas that urge audience to consider the topic even after the presentation

Audi ence understood and enj oyed the presentation, but it did not |eave a lasting inpression
Audi ence has hard time following the presentation

Audi ence is conpletely lost and uninterested in the presentation

G ade Representation:
100

16:
15: 90
14: 85
13: 80
12: 70
11.

: 65
10 and bel ow 60

Body Bi ogr aphi es
Expl anat i on:

This activity was inspired by Teaching as Principled Practice by Dr. Peter Smagorinsky. It is an artistic
activity that forces students to think about characters in an interesting and non-traditional way. For the
activity, students will vork in groups of 3 or 4 to create a "body "biography of a chosen character in Romeo and
Juliet. Once the body biography is conpleted, the group will present their masterpiece to the class. Mre details
will follow
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Goal s:

* Understand the characters notivation, vices, desires,

* Be able to illustrate their perceptions of the chosen character through art, poetry, or any other mediumthey feel
can adequately represent their opinions.

* Speak in a clear and understandabl e manner when explaining the body biography to the class.

* Make and defend inferences and concl usions

Rubri ¢

Students will receive a daily grade for each day that is devoted to the assignment. As long as the students
work successfully in their groups and achieve a detailed body biography, they will receive full credit. If students
have an unexcused absence on one of the days the groups will be working on body biographies, he/she will receive a

zero on that daily grade

Conpare/ Contrast Essay
Expl anat i on:
This essay is intended to encourage students to think about social issues in Shakespeare's times in relation
to social issues in modern times. Details will follow
Goal s:
* Students will be able to effectively conpare/contrast similar issues or themes
* Students will wite to revise and persuade
Rubri ¢
To grade this essay, | will follow the Dacula H gh School standards. These standard require me to grade sternly on
MA format, although | will veigh persuasiveness and effectiveness nore heavily. This essay will account for 20% of
the final grade.
Materials

* Romeo and Juliet by WIliam Shakespeare
* “The Freshman® by The Verve Pipe

* Beautiful Stories from Shakespeare for Children edited by E. Nesbit
* Vst Side Story movie

* Book of vocabulary vords

* Conputers (in |ab)

* Internet access

* Spiral notebooks (one per student)

* Butcher paper

* Markers

“The Freshman’ lyrics

Artist

Verve Pipe

Al bum

Vil'lains

Title:
The Freshmen

Wien | was young | knew everything

And she a punk who rarely ever took advice
Now I'magilt stricken,

Sobbing wi th my head on the floor

Stop a baby's breath and a shoe full of rice
I can't be hel d responsibl e

Cause she was touching her face

| won't be held responsible

She fell inlove in the first place

For the life of me | cannot renenber
Wt made us think that ve were wise and
We'd never conproni se

For the life of me | cannot believe

W' d ever die for these sins

Ve were merely freshmen

M best friend took a week's

Vacation to forget her

Hs girl took a week's worth of

Val i um and sl ept

Now he's guilt stricken sobbing with his
Head on the floor

Thinks about her now and how he never really
wépt he says

We've tried to vash our hands of all this

Ve never talk of our |acking relationships
And how we' re guilt stricken sobbing with our
Heads on the fIoor

Ve fell through the ice when we tried not to
Slip, ve'd say

Introductory Activity
The Message of a Song

I'n 1997, The Verve Pipe released its first and only hit song, "The Freshman." An instant success, "The
Freshman” qui ckiy swept the nation and could be heard on radios everywhere. Despite the song's touchy subject
matter including suicide, drug abuse, and depression, “The Freshman" is still quite popular even five years after
its release. For this introductory activity, we wll listen to and discuss "The Freshman” in relation to the many

social issues teens may encounter. Each student will receive a copy of the song lyrics as well as possible
discussi on questions to be addressed. The questions to be addressed are as fol | ows:
* What social issues are presented in the song?
* How do the teens in the song deal with the suicide?
* Can you recal| a time in your own life when you had to deal with something tragic |ike a suicide? How did you
deal withit?
* What message could the Verve Pipe be sending about suicide or other social issues?

Wy do you think this song is so popular? Is it a catchy song, or is it because of the Iyrics?
Do you think that most teens can relate to this song in some vay?

Does this song provide teens with a positive or negative view of social issues? Defend your ansver.
Do you think that the type of nusic is an important factor in the song's success? Wéuld a rap or country song
vith the same Iyrics have been as successful ?
* Do you think that the issues sang about in this song are relevant to you? Wy or why not?
* What other social issues do teens have to face that were not addressed in the song?
This activity will serve as an introduction to a unit on social issues that focuses around Romeo and Juliet.
Shakespeare' s classic play contains many social issues that are relevant today, such as youth violence, suicide, and
rebel lion. By focusing on the issues presented in the play in conjunction with other issues teens face, the
students will gain a better understanding about the world around themand the concerns that they have regarding the
many sensitive issues they may face.
I'n addition to acting as a stepping stone for the unit on social issues, the introductory activity will serve as a
sanple for the song lyric activity each student will be required to conplete. At the conclusion of this
introductory activity, students will be randomy assigned days for their presentations. Each day of the unit, one
student will give a five-mnute presentation about a pre-approved song that deals with social issues. The students
will be expected to discuss any or all of the pronpt questions fromthe introductory activity.

Specific Lessons and Activities

The fol | owing pages contain specific |esson plans for the entire "Social Issues as Presented in Romeo and Juliet"
unit. The lesson plans are divided into mnutes and are based on a 50-minute class period. The associ ated
activities are also included, although | retain the right to alter any or all of the assignments and/or notes at ny
discretion
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Day 1 (February 12)
* For the first 5 mnutes, | will take attendance and tend to any necessary housekeeping duties. | will also go
over the daily agenda at this time.

* Mnutes 6-20. This time will be used by the introductory activity. Explanation of this activity can be found in
the attached pages. After the activity, | will explain to the students that they will each be required to give a
song lyric presentation during the unit. Their presentation should model the introductory unit and last 5 minutes.

I will draw nanes for the assigned dates of the song lyric presentation at this tine

* Mnutes 21-40. The class will have a discussion about the social issues presented in Roneo and Juliet. Amng the
i'ssues that will be discussed are teen violence, sex, rebellion, and suicide. Through the discussion, | hope to
gauge the students' views regarding these issues.

* Mnutes 40-45. During this time, | will go over the Current Events Journals that the students will be required to
keep. Every Wédnesday, students will be required to turn in two articles about social issues. Additionally,
students will turn in a short response to the article.

* Mnutes 46-50. In the final mnutes of class, | will wap up the discussion and hand out the "What are These
Grazy Literary Devices” worksheet. This worksheet will be the first homework assignment of the unit, and serve as a
vay for me to learn how much prior know edge the students have about |iterary devices that they will encounter in
the play. The assignment will receive a daily grade for its completion.

Introductory Activity
The information for this activity can be found under the "Introductory Activity" heading earlier in this
unit.
Discussion of social issues in the play
Athough | hope for this discussion to be primarily student-led, | Wil provide some promting questions in
the case of a silent class. The questions are as follo
+"The i ssue of Leen viol ence i s extremely dominant in the play. Vhy do you think Shakespeare spent so much time
describing the many fight scenes? What affect does violent |iterature or entertainment have on you as the reader?
Do you think that books/movies/plays are as interesting without viol ence?
* Romeo and Juliet have to overcome many obstacles to be with each other; namely, their parents' disapproval. If
your parents hated the person you |oved, how do you think you would handie it? ~Vhat would your options be?
Wat are These Qrazy Literary Devices?
See fol | owing page.

Nane
Date

Per i od

What Are These Crazy Literary Devices?

Fill in the following chart to the best of your ability. | do not expect you to know every answer, just do your
best. If you think that you have an idea on some of them feel free to take a guess. You will not be penalized for

wrong answers. Have fun and good | uck!

Literary Device
Definition
Exanpl e
Alliteration

Met aphor

Sinmile

Exagger ati on

| magery

Sensory Language

nomat opoei a

CAT 2002
Day 2 (February 13)

* For the first 5 minutes, | will take attendance and tend to any necessary housekeeping duties. | will also go
over the daily agenda at this tine

* Mnutes 6-35. This tine will be devoted to literary devices, W will go over the homework and the students will
gain an understanding of Iiterary devices through this discussion.

* Mnutes 36- 45. Qice the |iterary devices notes are conpleted, the students will be given a handout of

Shakespear ean background information. Ve will go over the handout as a class. | will not spend too much time going
over the background, since ny main focus in this unit is social issues, not the actual play. See follow ng page for
handout

* Mnutes 46-50. In the final minutes of class, | will wap up the discussion of background information. | will

al so answer any questions that the students may have.

Background | nf or mation on Shakespear e
* Shakespeare is the most famous writer in the world, but he left us no journals or letters; instead, he Ieft us
only his poems and his plays

¥ Everything that we know about Shakespeare cores from church and | egal docuents.

* Shakespeare was born around April 23, 1564 in Strafford, Engla

* Shakespeare attended grammar school, but that is the extent of s formal education

* When he was 18, Shakespeare married Anne Hathaway and the couple had 3 children toget her

« Ashort time after the births of his 2nd and 3rd children (twins), Shakespeare Ieft his fanily and moved to London
to pursue theatrics

* By 1592, Shakespeare had become an actor and playwri ght

* By 1594, he was a charter member of the theatrical company, The Lord Chamberlain's Men, which later becane the
King's Men.

* The King's Men vas supported by King James and was the acting conpany that Shakespeare worked with for the rest of
his witing life.

CT & AK 2002

Day 3 (February 14)

* For the first 4 mnutes, | wll take attendance and tend to any necessary housekeeping duties. | will also go
over the daily agenda at this time.

* Mnutes 5-10. Student #1 will give his/her song lyric presentation

* Mnutes 11-30. During this time, | will go over the multigenre research project that the students will be

required to conplete. | will be sure to go over the rubric and ny expectations of themfor this project. The
handout's for this project can be found on the fol | ow ng pages.
* Mnutes 31-40. Once | have finished going over the research project, | will talk to the students about the

rescarch propusal that they Wil also be expected to turn in.  Details for the proposal can also be found on the
fol lowing pages

Mnutes 41-50. In the final minutes of class, | will hand out the Perfect Mate activity for the students to have
their parents fill out. The worksheet should be filled out by the parents and returned by Day 7 (February 21.) |
will also answer any questions that the students may have regarding the day's activities and/or discussions. This
activity can be found in the foll owing pages

For this project, you will work in groups of 3-4 to produce a nultigenre presentation. | will provide you with a
list of optional genres for this presentation; however, you are not |inited to these choices. Feel free to cone up
with any other way to present your information. In order to receive full credit for this assignment, you must
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incorporate at least 3 different genres (choices) effectively. Each menber of your group nust contribute to the
final project, as you will receive one group grade for the assignment. Your final presentation should last 10-15
minutes. If you have any questions regarding this assignment, please feel free to see me.

Possi bl e Genres:

Publi ¢ Service Announcement
- Comic Strip

- Editorial

- Play

- Col lage

- Short Story

- Ghost Stor

- Iniorrm(lon Qi de

Song
- Puppet Show
- Power point Presentation
- Journal
- Scrapbook
- Newspaper Article

Please fill out the following sheet to the best of your ability. One you are finished, seal the worksheet in an
envel ope and give it to your child to return it to class. The students are required to turn it back in within 5
class days. Thank you for your time and interest!

M child's name is
I'n general, | approve/ disapprove of ny child's preference in the dating (please circle)

In ny opinion, ny child's perfect mate can be described as..

Day 4 (February 18)

* For the first 4 minutes, | will take attendance and tend to any necessary housekeeping duties. | will also go
over the daily agenda at this time and collect any Perfect Mate Activities that have been filled out.
* Mnutes 5-10. Student #2 will give his/her song Iyric presentation.

* Mnutes 11-20. During this time, | will go over the Romeo and Juliet |og that the students will be required to
keep. ' This w1l be an ongoing |og kept by the students during the durstion of our reading of Romeo and Juliet.  The
log will include literary devices as well as any feelings that the students may have about the reading a

social issues presented in the play. 1 will randonly check the students logs for daily grades 11 Kept cmrecny
the log will aidin the students' understanding of Iiterary devices as well as social issues.

* Mnutes 21-45. Once | have gone over the Romeo and Juliet log, | will read the Romeo and Juliet chapter of
Beautiful Stories from Shakespeare for Children edited by E Nesbit. The chapter tells Romeo and Juliet in a
sinplistic style fit for small children. M reason for reading this chapter is to give the students an entertaining
overview of what the play will entail.

* Mnutes 46-50. In the final minutes of class, | will go over any questions that the students may have and wrap up
any di scusei on that may still be occurring. 1 will also renind Che Siudents that their Current Events Journals will
be due the fol | ow ng day.

Day 5 (February 19)

“ For the first 4 minutes, | will take attendance and tend to any necessary housekeeping duties. | will also go
over the daily agenda at this time. Also during this time, | will collect the Qurrent Events Journals due today and
any Perfect Mate Activities that have been filled out.

* Mnutes 5-10. Student #3 will give his/her song |yric presentation

* Mnutes 11-15. During this time, the students and | will go to the computer Iab for research day

* Mnutes 16-45. Once in the conputer |ab, the students will have the chance to decide on research topics and

brainstorm i deas for the research proposals that will be due on Day 8 (February 24.)

* Mnutes 46-50. In the final minutes of class, | will go over any questions that the students may have.

Day 6 (February 20)

* For the first 4 minutes, | will take attendance and tend to any necessary housekeeping duties. | will also go

over the daily agenda at this time and collect any Perfect Mate Activities that have been filled out.

* Mnutes 5-10. Student #4 will give his/her song lyric presentation.

* Mnutes 11-15. During this tine, students will be assigned roles that will be used during the day's reading of
Romeo and Jul i et

i Mnutes 1645 Read Act | of Romeo and Juliet aloud with rales. W will stop as necessary for questions and

discussion. Students will also be given time to wite in their Romeo and Juliet logs. If we do not finish reading
Act I, we will conclude the act the following day
* Mnutes 46-50. Wap up the daily reading and end class. | will also remind students that any remaining Perfect

Mate Activities must be turned in by tonorrow.
Possi bl e Discussion topics for Act |

The di scussion shoul d be primarily student-led. But, if the class is "quiet," here are some prompting questions

* The riot is a very vivid opening to the play. Did Shakespeare do a good job painting a picture of the riot for
the reader? As a reader, what parts are especially clear or visual for you? Can you think of a movie or real-life
event that sounds Iike this scene?

* Romeo's father claims that he has asked Romeo why he keeps everything to himself, but Romeo won't give hima
straight ansver. Do your parents ever try to make you tal k about your feelings when you don't want to? Vhy do you
think parents do this? Wy do you sometimes not want to tell then?

* Romeo says that he is in love with Rosaline. Since he uses a lot of flowery and poetic |anguage to describe her,
many peopl e believe his love. Do you? Do you think that he's really in love with her? Have you ever used or
wanted to use poetic |anguage to talk about someone you "love?"

* Benvolio tells Roneo that the cure for love is to look at other girls What do you think about his advice?

How do you think Rosaline feels about Romeo's "love" for her? Have you ever felt like she does? What should she do
about her feelings for Romeo?

Day 7 (February 21)

* For the first 4 minutes, | will take attendance and tend to any necessary housekeeping duties. | will also go
over the daily agenda at this time

* Mnutes 5-10. Student #5 will give his/her song lyric presentation,

* Mnutes 11-2 If necessary, we will continue reading Act | aloud with roles. W will stop as necessary to discuss
the act and address any concerns that may arise. Students will also be given time to write in their Romeo and Juliet

1 ogs.

* Mnutes ?-45. Once we have conpleted reading and discussing Act |, | will hand out the student-version on the
Perfect Mate activity. The students will have class time to fill out the worksheet

* Mnutes 46-50. At the end of class, | will collect the Perfect Mate activities fromthe students and answer any
questions that the “tudents may have. | will also remind the students that their research proposals will be due
tonorrow.

Day 8 (February 24)

* For the first 4 mmutes. | wll take attendance and tend to any necessary housekeeping duties. | will also go

over the daily agenda at this time and | will collect the research proposals

* Mnutes 5-10. Student #6 will give his/her song |yric presentation

* Mnutes 11-15. | will hand back the parent-version of the Perfect Mate Activities

* Mnutes 16-45. Today is Silent Reading/Vocabulary Day, so the students can silently read their parent responses.

Q, the students can work on their vocabulary words. The vocabulary words can be found in the book provided by the

school board.

* Mnutes 46-50. | will wap up class and encourage students to go home and discuss their "Perfect Mates" with

their parents.

Day 9 (February 25)

* For the first 4 ninutes, | will take attendance and tend to any necessary housekeeping duties

* Mnutes 5-10. Student #7 will give his/her song |yric presentation

* ‘Mnutes 11-15. During this tine, students will be assigned roles that will be used during the day's reading of

Romeo and Juli et

* Mnutes 16-44. Read Act || of Romeo and Juliet aloud with roles. W will stop as necessary for questions and

discussion. Students will also be given time to wite in their Romeo and Juliet logs. If we do not finish reading
I, we will conclude the act the following day.

* Mnutes 45-50. In the last 5 mnutes of class, | will handout the Love at First Sight Activity that will be due

on Day 12 (February 28.) The Canbridge School Shakespeare book on Romeo and Juliet inspired this activity. See

following page for further details. | will also answer any questions that may come up about the reading or

assignment_and | wll remind the students that Current Events Journals will be due the fol lowing day.

Possi bl e Discussion topics for Act |

The di scussion should be primarily student-led. But, if the class is "quiet," here are some prompting questions

* The bal cony scene is often considered to be one of the nost romantic in all of literature. How do you feel about
the scene? Do you feel like the lines said are sincere or just flover

*Inthis act, Romeo tells Friar Lawence that he's in love with Juliet. Have you ever told an adult (teacher,
parent, priest, etc.) that you're in love? How might that conversation be unconfortable? How night you construct
the conversation? (Consider the tradition of a man asking his love's father for permssion to marry.)

* The famous question, "What's in a name?" is asked in this act. SO what's in a nane to you? What kind of

i nplications or meanings may be associated with nanes?

Romeo asks Juliet to describe her love in elaborate |anguage. But, Juliet argues that true |ove cannot be measured
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in words. Wo do you agree with? Wy do you feel this way?

Do you believe in love at first sight? Romeo loves Juliet fromthe first moment he sees her. She falls instantly
inlove with him In groups of 4 or 5 talk together about what happens in that electrifying moment when two people
fall head over heels in love. Then take the title "Love at first sight” and make up and performa short play, or
wite a short story, or draw a cartoon strip. See if you can end your play, story or cartoon with the Iine "For |

ne'er saw true beauty till this night."
You will have one day in class to work on this presentation, but | encourage your group to meet outside of school
tinme Be prepared to present your play, short story or comic on

Day 10 (February 26)

* For the first 4 mnutes, | wll take attendance and tend to any necessary housekeeping duties. At this time, |
will also collect Current Events Journals at this time.

* Mnutes 5-10. Student #8 will give his/her song |yric presentation

* Mnutes 11-? If necessary, we will continue reading Act Il aloud with roles. W will stop as necessary to discuss
the act and address any concerns that nay arise. Students will also be given time to write in their Romeo and Juliet
I 0gs

* Mnutes ?-45. For the remaining of the class, | will conduct a |esson on research witing. The goal of the

lesson is to educate the students on how to write a research report (they will be required to wite a formal
research paper on their social issue at the end of thi's unit with the information that they have gathered in their

groups. )
* Mnutes 46-50. During this time, | will wap up ny lesson on research witing, as well as give students a handout
with information on research witing. | will also answer any questions that the students may have about research

writing or Act Il

9th Grade Research Report Handout
Social |ssues Unit

You have al ready chosen a social issue to research for this report. Along with several other students, you will be
researching your chosen topic in preparation of a final multigenre presentation. In addition to the group

mul tigenre presentation, you will be required to turn in a research report on your own. Here is a list of steps to
ensure that you conduct successful research,

1) Search for sources. You can look in a variety of places including the library, conputer newspaper database,
conputer nagazine database, the Internet, etc. Be sure that if it cones froma newspaper or nmgazine database, you
need to site the source, not the Internet.

2) Make a source card BEFORE you start taking notes. Mike sure to use the correct format found on page 985 in your
literature book. Also, make sure that you number the source cards in the upper right hand corner of the card.

3) Take notes fromyour source. Make sure that you keep only one fact per card. Link your source cards to your
note cards through the same nunber in the upper right hand corner.

4) Make sure all of your sources are not comng from the same type of database. Also, not all of your sources can
be fromthe Internet. You need 3-5 sources and 20-25 note cards.

5) Begin thinking of the topics you would like to discuss and create an outline. Make sure there i's some logic and
order to your plan. Qutlines are due _

6) Look back at your note cards. Not all of your note cards may fit neatly into your outline. You may have to do
more research. Expect to have to do research outside of class

7) In the upper left hand corner, label your note cards according to their place in your outline. Al of your note
cards should fit neatly into a piace in your outline. If the information on the card does not fit, the information
may be usel ess

8) Begin your rough draft. Don't forget to cite your quotes and facts or you will be guilty of plagiarismand not
receive credit for your report. If you paraphrase, make sure you cite your source as well.

9) Rough drafts are due on

10) When writing your final Copy, 100k for careless errors. Check spelling, punctuation, grammr, style, and
format. Don't use tired cliches. Make sure there is no references to you or your opinion. If something doesn't
100k or sound right to you, it won't to me either

11) Final copies will be due

Day 11 (February 27)
“ For the first 4 mnutes, | will take attendance and tend to any necessary housekeeping duties. | will also go
over the daily agenda at this tine

* Mnutes 5-10. Student #9 will give his/her song Iyric presentation.

* Mnutes 11-?  If necessary, we will continue any Iingering discussion of Act Il. Students will also be given time
towite in their Romeo and Juliet |ogs.

* Mnutes 7-45. Goups will work on their Love at First Sight Presentations. They will present on the fol | owing
day (February 28.)

* Mnutes 46-50. Students will pack up their belongings and | will answer any questions that the students may have
about their presentations or Act Il. | will also remind the students that they will have a vocabulary quiz on the
fol l'owing day (February 28.)

Day 12 (February 28)

* For the first 4 mnutes, | wil
* Mnutes 5-10. Student #10 wi
* Mnutes 11-20. Students wil

take attendance and tend to any necessary housekeeping duties
give his/her song lyric presentation.

I
I
take a vocabulary quiz supplied by the vocabulary quiz bank provided by the school

* Mnutes 21-45. Goups will give their Love at First Sight presentations.

* Mnutes 46-50. Groups will finish up and class will be dismi ssed.

Day 13 (March 3)

* For the first 4 minutes, | will take attendance and tend to any necessary housekeeping duties

* Mnutes 5-10. Student #11 will give his/her song Iyric presentation.

* Mnutes 11-45. Today is Silent Reading/Vocabulary Day. Students can silently read or work on their vocabul ary
provided by the school board.

* Mnutes 46-50. Students will pack up their belongings and | will hand out the "Love Devouring Death’ homework
assignment that will be due on Day 15 (March 5.) The Canbridge School Shakespeare book on Romeo and Juliet inspired
this activity. See following page for further details.

LOVE DEVOURI NG DEATH

Let your imagination run vildl Using whatever resources you can find, produce a dramatic tableau of |ove devouring
death. Once you have created your tableau, wite a short poemwith the title "Love Devouring Death. "

Day 14 (March 4)
* "For the first 4 minutes, | will take attendance and tend to any necessary housekeeping duties.

* Mnutes 5-10. Student #12 will give his/her song Iyric presentation.

* Mnutes 11-15. During this time, students will be assigned roles that will be used during the day's reading of
Romeo and Juliet.

* Mnutes 16-44. Read Act 111 of Roneo and Juliet aloud with roles Ve will stop as necessary for questions and
discussion. Students will also be given time to wite in their Romeo and Juliet logs. If we do not finish reading
Act I11, the students will be required to finish reading at home and write a short reaction paper The reaction

paper will be an informal log of their thoughts about the reading.
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* Mnutes 45-50. At the end of class, | will wap up discussion of Act IIl and answer any questions that the
students may have. | will also remind the students that Current Events Journals and the Love Devouring Death
activities will be due on the following day (March 5.)

Possi bl e Discussion topics for Act Il

The di scussion should be primarily student-led. But, if the class is "quiet," here are some prompting questions

* Wy do you think Mercutio had to die so early in the play? Wt affect does his death have on the reader? Wuld
his role be as significant if he didn't die?

“In Victorian times, many readers found Juliet's speech (Act |11, Scene 2) enbarrassingly sexual. Vhat Iines do
you think they objected to? Do you think these lines are still enbarrassing today?

*Inthis act, Juliet’s view of Romeo seems to switch fromlove to hate quite abruptly. Vhat explanation do you
have for her change of heart? Is it believable?

* Romeo feels that banishment is a far worse punishnent than death. Do you agree with this? Vhy do you think he
feels this vay?

* Romeo accuses the Friar of not understanding how it feels to be young and in love. My teens feel the same way
about adults in their lives. Do you agree that adults don't understand being in |ove?

* The concept of arranged marriages comes up in this act. Howdo you feel about arranged marriages? If you are a
female, do you think that your father should be able to decide whomyou will marry? If you are a male, do you think
that fathers should have the right to decide you their daughters will marry?

Day 15 (March 5)
* For the first 4 minutes, | will take attendance and tend to any necessary housekeeping duties. | will also
collect Current Events Journals and Love Devouring Death activities.

* Mnutes 5-10. Student #13 will give his/her song Iyric presentation.

Mnutes 11-15. During this time, the students and | will go to the conputer lab for research day

Mnutes 16-45. Once in the conputer lab, the students will have the chance to work on their social issue research

opi c.
Mnutes 46-50. In the final ninutes of class, | will go over any questions that the students may have.

Day 16 (March 6)

* For the first 4 minutes, | will take attendance and tend to any necessary housekeeping duties

* Mnutes 5-10. Student #14 will give his/her song lyric presentation

* Mnutes 11-15. During this time, students will be assigned roles that will be used during the day's reading of
Roneo and Juliet.

* Mnutes 16-44. Read Act IV of Romeo and Juliet aloud with roles. W will stop as necessary for questions and

di scussi on. Students will also be given tinme to wite in their Romeo and Juliet |ogs. If we do not finish reading
Act 1V, the students will be required to finish reading at home and wite a short reaction paper The reaction
paper will be an informal log of their thoughts about the reading.

* Mnutes 45-50. Ve will wap up discussion of Act |V and answer any questions about the act. | will also remnd
students about the vocabulary quiz on the fol lowing day (March 7.)

Possible Discussion topics for Act IV

The di scussion shoul d be primarily student-led. But, if the class is “quiet," here are some prompting questions

* Juliet comes up with at least six things that she's rather do than marry Paris. Vhat sort of things would you do
than marry someone who you didn't love? OR would you listen to your father and marry someone who you don't |ove?
Juliet deceives her father and everyone el se when she fakes her own death in order to be with Romeo. Do you think
that deceit is alvays wong? Society seems to put so mich pressure on honesty, yet even our nost trusted |eaders
often Iie, howare we supposed to deal with the contradiction? Wat circunstances, if any, merit a lie?

Day 17 (March 7)

* For the first 4 minutes, | will take attendance and tend to any necessary housekeeping duties

* Mnutes 5-10. Student #15 will give his/her song Iyric presentation

* Mnutes 11-20. Students will take a vocabulary quiz supplied by the vocabulary quiz bank provided by the school

boar d.
* Mnutes 21-40. Using students’ reaction papers to Acts I11 and IV as a pronpt, we will have a class discussion.
* Mnutes 41-50. | will hand out and explain the conpare/contrast essay that will be due on Day 22 (March 18.) |

will also answer any questions that the students may have. Rough draft of the essay will be due on Day 18 (March

11.)

Col i ege Prep Freshman Language Arts
M. Trudel

Spring 2003

Social Issues as Seen in Romeo and Juliet Conpare/Contrast Essay
As we have di scussed throughout the reading of Romeo and Juliet, Shakespeare obviously addresses many social

i ssues that vere plaguing his society. Pick an issue that we have seen in Romeo and Juliet and discuss how

Shakespeare dealt with the issue. Conpare and contrast Shakespeare's way of dealing with the issue to modern day

dealings with the same issue. If you do not think that your chosen social issue is relevant today, you nmy say

that. OR you can pick a modern social issue and discuss how you think it would have been dealt with in

Shakespeare' s time. Vhichever you decide, remenber to back up any claimthat you nake. Whatever issue you choose

or stance you take, be sure to support your claims and proofread your essay. Your essay should be no more than 3

pages long. In order to receive full credit, you nust follow MA format (you can see me if you have any questions

regarding the format.)

The rough draft is due on March 11, 2002

The final draft is due on March 18, 2002

Day 18 (March 11)

* For the first 4 minutes, | will take attendance and tend to any necessary housekeeping duties. | will also

col l'ect the conpare/contrast essay rough draft at this time

“ Mnutes 5-10. Student #16 will give his/her song Iyric presentation.

* Mnutes 11-15. During this time, students will be assigned roles that will be used during the day's reading of

Romeo and Jul i et.

* Mnutes 16-44. Read Act V of Romeo and Juliet aloud with roles. Vé will stop as necessary for questions and

discussion. Students will also be given time to wite in their Romeo and Juliet |ogs

* Mnutes 45-50. Ve will wap up discussion on Act Vand | will answer any questions that the students may have

about the act. Act this time, | will also remnd the students that Current Events Journals will be due the

fol l'owing day (March 12.)

Possi bl e Di scussion topics for Act IV
The di scussion shoul d be primarily student-led. But, if the class is "quiet," here are some prompting questions

* Romeo decides to kill himself since his "love" is dead. Do you think that his decision is brave or foolish?
Thi nk about modern exanpl es of |overs doing the same thing. How do you feel about their actions?

* Wy does Juliet have such a shorter "death speech’ than Romeo? What affect does this have on the reader?

* Who do you think is to blame for the deaths of Romeo and Juliet? Thenselves? Their parents? Friar Lawrence?
Society? Who shoul d have a finger pointed at then?

Do you think that the feud between the two famlies is really ended? Could their differences have been resol ved any

other vay?
Day 19 (March 12)

* For the first 4 minutes, | will take attendance and tend to any necessary housekeeping duties. | will also go
over the daily agenda at this time and collect Current Events Journals.

* Mnutes 5-10. Student #17 will give his/her song Iyric presentation.
* Mnutes 11-15. During this time, the students and | will go to the computer lab for research day
* Mnutes 16-45. Once in the conputer lab, the students will work on their social issues research.
* Mnutes 46-50. In the final ninutes of ciass, | will go over any questions that the students may have.

Day 20 (March 13)

* For the first 4 minutes, | will take attendance and tend to any necessary housekeeping duties. | will also go
over the daily agenda at this tine

* Mnutes 5-45. Students will be handed back their rough draft of their conpare/contrast essays. | will have made
minor editing remarks for the students to consider. They will have the opportunity to conference with other
students or nyself and revise their essays. Final drafts will be due on Day 22 (March 18.)

“ Mnutes 46-50. | will answer any final questions that students may have regarding their essays and encourage them
to continue the revision process. | will also remind the students about their vocabulary quiz on the fol lowing day
(March 14.)

Day 21 (March 14)
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* For the first 4 minutes, | will take attendance and tend to any necessary housekeeping duties. | will also go
over the daily agenda at this tine

* Mnutes 5-10. Student #15 will give his/her song Iyric presentation.

* Mnutes 11-20. Students will take a vocabulary quiz supplied by the vocabulary quiz bank provided by the school
boar d.

* Mnutes 21-45. Students will design a "wanted” poster of Romeo. The activity will be done entirely in class and
will receive a daily grade. The Cambridge School Shakespeare book on Romeo and Juliet inspired this activity. See
fol | owing page for further details

* Mnutes 46-50. Students will finish up the poster activity and turn in their finished products to me.

Where' s
Roneo?

After reading the play, you have |earned that
Romeo was bani shed on pain of death. Design a wanted poster that is pasted up on the walls of Verona to announce
his sentence. You can be creative with the poster, but remember that you only have today's class to work on your
post er

Days 22-24 (March 18- 20)
* n each of these days, | will allot the 1st 4 mnutes to attendance, housekeeping, and providing the daily agenda
During this time, | wii also collect assignments that are due on these days. On March 18th, | will collect the
conpare/ contrast final draft; on March 19th, | will collect Current Events Journals; on March 20th, I will collect
research papers.

* Mnutes 5-10 of each day will be allotted to song Iyric presentations March 18th will be slotted for #16, March
19th will be slotted for #17, and March 20th will be slotted for #18.

“ Mnutes 11-45. This time during each day will be given to students to work on body biographies. The idea for
body bi ographi es cane from Dr. Peter Smagorinsky. See the fol | owing page for details.

* Mnutes 46-50. On each day, | will use this time to wap up the day's activities.

For thi's assignment, you will work in groups of 3 or 4 to create a body biography. A body biography is a visual
representation of a character in the play. In order to successfully create a body biography, follow the steps
provided below If you have any questions or would |ike to see an exanple, please see me

Using the butcher paper and a marker, trace the outline of one member of your group. Do NOT trace against the
fodel *s" body... | do not want any narker on your clothes! Also, boys must trace boys and girls nust trace girls!

2. Now that you have your character's "body,” it is time to give thema "biography.” You may draw pictures, wite
quotes fromthe play, and use colors to represent your character. Keep in mind what particular body parts
traditionally represent (heel = weakness, heart = passion/love, eyes = what character sees, etc.)

3. Once you have completed your body biography, your group will have to present it to the class. Be sure to only
include things that are relevant to the character. For instance, if you choose to give your character pants with
pockets, be sure to say what he/she may have in his/her pockets!

4. Be creative and have fun with this activity. There are several of you working together on this project, so use
everyone's individual strengths to your advantage. But, remember to keep you body biography school appropriate
it you have any doubts, it probably shouldn't be included on your picture!

Day25 (March 21)
* For the first 4 minutes, | will take attendance and tend to any necessary housekeeping duties. | will also go
over the daily agenda at this tine

* Mnutes 5-10. Student #23 will give his/her song Iyric presentation.

* Mnutes 11-20. Students will take a vocabulary quiz supplied by the vocabulary quiz bank provided by the school
boar d.

* Mnutes 21-50.V will vatch the popular movie Vést Side Story.

Day 26 (March 24)
* For the first 4 minutes, | will take attendance and tend to any necessary housekeeping duties. | will also go
over the daily agenda at this tine

* Mnutes 5-10. Student #24 will give his/her song Iyric presentation.

* Mnutes 11-50. W will continue vatching Vést Side Story. Since today is technically Silent Reading/Vocabulary
Day, students will have the option to read silently or work on vocabulary instead of vatching the movie.

Days 27-30 (March 25-28)
* During the 1st 4 minutes of class on each day, | will take attendance and tend to any necessary housekeeping
duties. | will also go over the daily agenda at this time

* Mnutes 5-10 of each day will be allotted to song Iyric presentations. March 25th will be slotted for #23, March
26th will be slotted for #24, March 27th will be slotted for #25, and March 28th will be slotted for #26.

* Mnutes 11-50. On each day, with the exception of Day 30 (March 28), this time will e entirely devoted to social
i'ssues multigenre presentations. On Day 30, Mnutes 11-20 will be devoted to the vocabulary quiz that has been
provi ded by the school board.
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