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The last several years have seen a marked
increase in people’s realization of the im-
portance of physical fitness' in human health.
Many socialist and communist countries, nota-
bly East Germany, have begun state sponsored
programs to get all citizens involved in sports.
The focal point?> for efforts in these countries
is the Olympics: every four years, the top
athletes are chosen to represent their countries
and compete for medals. Olympic champions
become national heroes, and are often accorded
special privileges on their return home.

In the United States, the Olympics® is an im-
portant event, but is not held in nearly as high
esteem as it is in other countries. Many athletes,
such as 1976 decathlon champion Bruce
Jenner, are able to capitalize on® their triumphs
due to their charisma or good looks, but most
Olympic contenders labor in obscurity in the
period between Games. The reason for this lies
in the capitalist philosophy: the object is to
realize the greatest financial gain, rather than to
be a national hero. Since American athletes are
not sponsored by the government as they are in
many other countries, they must support them-
selves, and to do so they usually have to turn
professional.® This, of course, makes them
ineligible for Olympic competition. As a result,
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the United States never sends its top athletes:
our best are performing in professional sports
leagues, most often basketball and football.
Those who do compete in the Olympics are
young college players who have not yet become
eligible for professional competition, or per-
formers in sports which have not achieved pro
status. While such countries as Russia send the
same seasoned® athletes to perform year after
year, America is represented by its best young-
sters, but by no means its best athletes.

Professional sports are one of the most
popular forms of entertainment in America.
They are no longer merely “sport,”” that which
is played by the participants for their own
enjoyment; they have become big business.
Years ago, revenue for sporting events was
determined solely by gate receipts.® Radio
began to provide money for owners of teams,
yearly competing for the rights to broadcast
games; then, along came television. At first,
only top events such as major bowl games’ and
championships were aired,'® for that was all
the market would tolerate. Now, however, hard-
ly a day goes by when a station from a major
city does not broadcast some sort of sporting
event.

The impact of television has become so great
that a TV contract may even dictate whether or
not a professional league survives: The Ameri-
can Basketball Association, which contained
some of the finest athletes in the game, never
got a national television contract; as a result, it
never received the exposure gained by the rival
National Basketball Association, which had
games broadcast weekly. Perhaps more im-
portantly, the ABA’s teams were unable to
profit from the enormous sums of money that
networks pay for the rights to air games. Many
ABA teams floundered' ' because the league had
no TV contract, and it finally was forced to
fold'? because not enough teams were solvent.

Televised sports are so popular because most
Americans would rather watch a sporting event
than go out and actually participate in one. The
easy availability of sports on television has
made it even simpler for the average person to
avoid personally experiencing the exhilaration
of participation in athletics, for he need only
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park'® himself in front of the tube'* and
watch athletes who are more talented than he
perform in his stead. He is thus entertained.

The variety of events that is available is
astounding. The old regulars, baseball, football,
and basketball, have games broadcast weekly on
national television; football and baseball have
become so popular that special Monday night
games have become national institutions among
the country’s sports buffs.' > Additionally, each
team airs many of its away games'® on local
networks, to increase both revenue and fan
interest. Some teams, with either lucrative con-
tracts or strong fan support, broadcast over half
of their games.

While these are the staples, other sports also
receive wide exposure. The viewer can catch
golf, tennis, auto racing, hockey, bowling,
boxing, and track and field with great regulari-
ty; the schedule is so packed that the diehard'”?
barely needs to budge from in front of the tube
on a weekend afternoon. Some networks offer
programs, such as ABC’s “Wide World of
Sports,” that show a hodge-podge'® of events,
such as surfing and gymnastics, that do not
have regular schedules or large followings. These
shows give the viewer glimpses of sports that
are of a more curious nature, being somewhat
out of his ordinary range of interest. Why,
then, does he watch them? Is it because he has
some insatiable hunger for discovering new and
interesting things? Sadly, the answer is no: he
watches them for the same reason, ironically,
that men climb mountains: because they are
there."®

That sports are the medium through which
people grow fat and lazy, and waste their
weekends sitting indoors watching TV, is ironic
indeed. An old coach’s cliche is that “Sports
builds character,” and this is true: in sports,
one only gets what he works for. With intense
competition for positions on squads,?® and
maximum efforts needed to win consistently, a
player must perform to the best of his ability
in order to win out.?! The resultant effort not
only builds one athletically, it gives him (or,
with the recent upsurge of women’s athletics.
her) a mental toughness that will help him in
all areas of life.

56

—ARZDLI L TEEESZ N5,

FHATZ 2 AR—YOHEHIZ B XETHE, &
PoBL LADEEK, 79 FER—I, <247y bR
—NOREEFEKAT TV ETHEARXENS, 7
v P R— N EFERRIEFIC AR CE 0T, B
EHORNERRAEDET X)) ADZE—Y « 75>
DT, EENLZFEPRITEC LT3, BT
2, ERDF—LIZPAZHITS »Llﬁx%a:7~>m
BLZEHEHIC, BIERADEL 2 FNFID
WIEDHER» bMEI D, F—2ic k- T,
SELETHORY»EN L7 7> DFRICE ST, &
EO¥GU EE BRI T3,

INLIBTERAR—21Zd%, oz F—y L
HLEHZZT T3, BEHEII L) EHEYc =
W7y T=R, A—V=X, by F—, K217,
RI7>>7, BEBE*RbZ 07T 5, H#lliz

SLNEZFSTHE L 5HENVEIZ 7 — 72>
FOFRZICIET LV EDRTA LA L L8 LFEH 7 »
BETHD, HERICE->TIX, ABC (TA)%
Z) BaED TT AL E - T—)LF - T~ 28—,

) U EMAERMET L, CHIFENNLREL L
B, 77> >nBLFNIEEKRES TV —7 4
PEPERBEVW SR ZAR—VDETEDHEZHEHE D L
DTHD, ZHbDFMIZHERZICL )Fﬂ@@%m%ld
B 5 WL 523 T2 L b - 2o 2
VEDENRETANDE, TNLELBELIEZLEZD L
I LbDERDIDIEL I H, HHIEFHLLTBLL
bWnZ EEREDIT LIS la kL nwiEd e
Fo T dIEs 0, A, Kilz/—
Thd, BRI LICHELP»ENE B 2013, L
ZIRPEHDHLZNICEDL L V) EELERAICE
530D TH5,

AR—VH, ARDBEFNICE>T, ko TRIFE
%Y, BRIITVEZETERNICHE> TEEIC S
CTRODFREL>TWBEDIE, EiCERLZ L
ThHb, ahrbbdbdba—FomFE) hlc TzFx—
VIEAEEDL D & wf}m#‘})' ZHITESET
Hb, AR—YTIZ, NFRKDHTEHL LD
EFICT D, F—LICAB2ODEESIT#L {,

HL THOHICZRAROBHHIVEL ZNED
T, RFEIBLEL2DICHRIOBERIEE THER
CBLTE L 57w, ZRICEED B3 A % ES)
BEEELTDEN l‘,l?"éf:'l%?‘&'(. BELT (H
5 VRBEIEDLMEF OB LW 21T, LELT)
TNCHDEFEFHTHEL B &5 okswmgze - {

Mets vs. Chic
Roosevelt
Flushing Me
(Television-
WNEW, LS

f

Yankees vs, Ti
Channel 11,
2:10 P.M)

Orioles vs. B
(Television—

Victor Galinde
World Box
-weight chan
Rome. (Tele
oberto Dura
Pﬁhtwelght

iladelphia
tional A.A.L
ships at Wi
sHown as a
(Television—

Lamenti
useless, ho
nature, an
condition ¢
for him v
people indi
put before
the more t
works and
one of the
trend to sh
further an
beyond the
ture half h
upcoming
other even!
coaches hz
discuss the
casters.

The sitt
Several yea
Song,” a re
football pl:
prime. The
still run??
caused writ
a possible
sentations.
impact of t
sion; rather
wave of mo

There h:
these were
lives of fan
Rockne,?*
The new m
acter and s




BASEBALL
Mets vs. Chicago Cubs, at Shea Stadium
Roosevelt Avenue and 126th Street,
Flushing Meadow, Queem, 2 PM
(Televis on—Chlm)le , 2 P.M.) (Radlo—

WNEW, 1:50 P.

Yankees vs, Tigers, at Detroit. (Televlslon—
Channel 11, 2:15 P.M.) (Radio—WMCA,
210 P.M.)

Orioles vs. Boston Red Sox, at Baltimore.
(Television—Channel 4, 2:18 P.M.)

BOXING
Victor Galindez vs. Alvaro (Yaqui)

CROSS-COUNTRY
St. John'’s vs. Brown, at Van Cortlandt
Park, Broadway and 242d Street, the
Bronx, 10 A.M.

FIELD HOCKEY
United States national team vs. Mexico’s
national team, at Manhattnnvﬂ]e College,
Purchase, N. YJ

FOO‘I‘BAL

Army vs. VMI at Michle Stadium, West
Point, N.Y., 1:30 P

Columbia vs. Harvard lt Baker Field, Broad-

Hofstra vs. Brockport State, at Hofstra Sta-
dium, Hempstead, L.I, 2 P.

Kings Point vs. New York Tech at Kings
Point, LI, 1:30 P.M.

Rutgers vs. Bucknell at Rutgers Stadium,

ew Brunswick, N 0 P.M. (Radio—
WRSU-FM, 1:20 P. M)

Setop Hall vs. Wagner, at Owen Carroll
Field, South Oraxﬁe N.J., 8 P.M. (Radio—
WSOU-FM. 8 P

Nebraska vs. Alabama, at Memorial Stadium,
Lincoln, Neb. (Television—Channel 7, 1:30

Lopez,
World Boxing Association light-heavy-
-weight chug\vs)\onship bout 15 rounds, at C.W.
Rome. 4:30 P.M.) LT,
Roberto Duran vs. Edwin Vlruet, world
Pﬁhtwexght title fight, 15 rounds, at the
iladelphia Spectrum. The women’s na- Bronx, 1:30 P.
tional A.A.U, platform diving champion-
ships at Woodlands, Tex., will also be
shown as a s ent of this telecast

way and 218 Street, 1:30 P.M. (Radio—
WKCR. 1:25 P.M.)
Post ngNortheastem at Brookville,

Fordham vs. Kean, at Jack Coffey Field,
Fordham Roa]«\'l‘ and Third Avenue, the
Gmmblinb vs. Morgan State, New York
ague benefit, at Yankee Stadium, SI, 8
Rlver Avenue and 161st Street the Bronx,
(Television—C! el 7, 5 P.M. (Radio—WNJR, 2 P.M.)

Notre Dame vs, Mississippi, nt Jacksen,
Miss. (Television—Channel 1 d
highlights) (Radio—WOR, 2: ) P.M.)

Penn State vs. Houston, at niversity Park,
Pa. (Radio—WNYC-AM, 1:25 P.M.)

GOLF
Finals of the New York City Public Link$
toumamerlv[, at La Tourette Golf Club,

New York Times THEH ® “Sports Today K1)

Lamenting the current state of affairs is
useless, however, for one cannot change human
nature, and it appears as though the natural
condition of man is to let others do his work
for him whenever possible. The more that
people indicate that they will watch whatever is
put before them as long as it is labeled “sport,”
the more their desire will be satisfied by net-
works and their sponsors. Sports have become
one of the dominant features on TV, and the
trend to showing more appears to be spreading
further and further. The influence has gone
beyond the events themselves: most games fea-
ture half hour “pre-game shows,” in which the
upcoming event is previewed, and results of
other events are reported; and many successful
coaches have their own shows, where they
discuss their teams’ fortunes with local sports-
casters.

The situation is going beyond even that.
Several years ago, a network broadcast “Brian’s
Song,” a rendition of a true story about a pro
football player who died of cancer while in his
prime. The show was very well received, and is
still run?? today. The success of this film
caused writers to look at the theme of sports as
a possible medium for further dramatic pre-
sentations. Surprisingly, though, the greatest
impact of this thinking has not been on televi-
sion; rather, the nation has experienced a new
wave of movies in sports scenarios.

There had been sports movies before, but
these were few, and generally portrayed the
lives of famed?® sports figures such as Knute
Rockne,?* Lou Gehrig?® and Dizzy Dean.?®
The new movies, however, are fictional in char-
acter and setting, and purport only to provide
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entertainment. The plots are often familiar,
being love stories or macho®” films; the char-
acters, though, are now sports stars. Attempting
to cash in on?® the nation’s current obsession
with sports, writers and producers are taking
dead aim on®?? those who cannot get enough.
By far the biggest success thus far has been
“Rocky,” a picture about a small-time3° boxer
who gets a title shot. A dramatic love story, the
film also features excellent footage of the pro-
tagonist’s training for and eventual participation
in the title bout. A great deal of the movie’s
success must be credited to writer and star
Sylvester Stallone’s powerful physical presence,
which becomes electrifying in the training and
fight scenes.

Such action certainly helps to account for
the attraction of all of the sports films. A well
photographed scene can come alive to the view-
er, and show him close up the action and
excitement that occur in every top level sport-
ing event. Though staged, these scenes often
appear to be quite real; and, in some movies,
such as “The Longest Yard,” (a football
flick®"'), the actors get so carried away by their
parts that they become emotionally involved in
the production. Though well known actors such
as Paul Newman, Burt Reynolds and Racquel
Welch occupy the leads, the rest of the parts
are often played by former professional athletes.
Thus, the movies carry with them some degree
of authenticity. Among the more popular of
the recent films, and the sports they represent,
are: “Slap Shot” (hockey), “One on One”
(basketball), “Semi Tough” (football), “Black
Sunday” (football), and “Kansas City Bomber”
(roller derby?>?).

Our national sports obsession, then, is begin-
ning to carry over into other areas of life. The
meaning of the word “sport” seems to have
undergone a change: while it used to mean
participation in games, it now means watching
others play them. Unless people take it upon
themselves®* to go out and take part in ath-
letics themselves, American sports appreciation
will become vicarious, rather than self-realized.
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