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In cases of loss or damage, the question of
responsibility always arises. Cultures throughout
history have always had to face this problem, for
in order to have a stable society, there must be a
system to prevent one party from taking advan-
tage of another. As cultures become more com-
plex, so do the means of arriving at just
compensation. In primitive societies, something
so simple as the “eye for an eye, tooth for a
tooth™! method was adequate, for losses were
easily measured, and “humanist”? groups did not
exist to question every instance of legal punish-
ment. With the complexities of modern culture,
though, there are an infinite number of ways to
damage a person, so the means of determining
guilt and punishment have become commensu-
rately complicated.

An ordinary crime such as theft or vandalism®
is still easy to handle once the perpetrator is
caught, for the laws clearly define what the
punishment should be relative to the damage
done. The problems come when the harm falls
into more nebulous zones,? such as “personal
damage.”® If a person feels that he has been
slandered, he can sue the offender for the
trauma® and public degradation he has under-
gone due to whatever has been said or done.
Here, the extent of injury is not specific, and a
monetary value must somehow be assigned to
compensate for the damage to psyche’ and
reputation. This, of course, is a difficult task,
especially in cases where there is no precedent,
and cases of this type often result in long,
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involved suits that tie up the court systems.

In recent years, a new type of lawsuit has
become popular: malpractice.® These first ap-
peared in the medical profession, when patients
who were treated for some malady® had some
complications result from the doctors’ work,
perhaps resulting in permanent damage. Such
patients, under the impression that doctors
should never make mistakes, began to sue them
for “malpractive”: that is, for not doing their
jobs perfectly. Doctors are highly paid and
skilled specialists who for the most part are able
to perform with remarkable efficiency and suc-
cess in healing. People think that for some reason
they have a “right” to infallible medical treat-
ment, as if, indeed, they have a right to live at all.
The human species is regarded in Western culture
as having a greater privilege to life than any other
species, and people feel cheated when a person
dies of anything other than old age. They thus
count on'® medical treatment to be 100%
reliable, and are incredulous and angry when it is
not.

People thus expect doctors to perform per-
fectly. They forget that men, including doctors,
are flawed'' creatures. Most people make in-
numerable errors throughout the day, and expect
sympathy for being “only human”;'? yet, they
are intolerant of the mistakes that doctors make.
When a doctor does err, the patient can sue him
for his blunder, feeling that he is responsible for
the ‘patient’s worsened condition. He discounts
the fact that had the doctor not tried, his
condition would have certainly deteriorated any-
way, and only sees that the doctor has failed to
heal him.

The courts are then given the task of deter-
mining first whether or not the doctor is indeed
guilty of malpractice, and second, if he is, to
what extent the damaged party should be com-
pensated. Measuring trauma, loss of salary due to

diminished work ability, and general loss of

mobility, and translating them into a monetary
figure is certainly a difficult chore, yet one that
has been necessitated by the advent of malprac-
tice suits.

Medicine is not the only field in which
malpractice suits have been tried. Recently, some
individuals have attempted to sue their school
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systems for allegedly'® not preparing them for
life, college, or whatever they attempt to do after
completion of high school. There are several
problems involved in such a suit, and the whole
idea is quite absurd. The first problem is, upon
whom should the blame be placed? The average
student has at least forty teachers throughout his
education; is each one to be blamed individually?
Should the superintendent, principal, and school
board members take the responsibility? Should
the taxpayers be held accountable for not having
hired better educators? Obviously, the education
system is large and diverse, and it seems unlikely
that a student could encounter so many different
influences and not be affected positively by any
of them.

Rather, if a student passes through high
school and does not learn anything, he should
look to himself as the responsible party. Though
some systems and teachers are more efficient
than others, all rely on books. If a student simply
applies himself to his books, he can learn
something no matter where he is. Should he
blame someone else because he is not motivated
to learn? Good systems and teachers are certainly
advantages, but one cannot fully blame a failure
to learn on his educators. Such people want

something for nothing: they want knowledge
without studying for it.

Perhaps the most ridiculous malpractice suit
has occurred in Colorado where Tom Hansen, a
24-year old vagrant, is suing his parents for
$350,000 for not providing for his well being,
and giving him inhumane treatment as a child.
This, he claims, is responsible for the fact that he
cannot hold a job or fit into society. Among his
claims is that he was severely punished as a child
for errant behavior; for instance. when he was
suspended from school at age 14 for smoking
marijuana, his father, inhumanely we must pre-
sume, forced him to dig weeds in the family’s
backyard.

The problem might be that, opposed to what
Hansen claims, his parents did not punish him
enough as a child. Rare is the youngster who is
not made to dig weeds in the backyard, whether
as punishment or as a contribution to his family.
Hansen seems to be a spoiled child!4 who always
got everything he wanted, and cried when denied

42

Lirolzl W) BHT, HEREZRHLES LT3
A3, S0 &5 HFREICIZ C Dh ORIEH D
LATWEH, ZNEZ HHEIEL L ITHTF TS
H—DMBIZZ DML NICEbLEBEREH L
VIETHDB, FHL T ADFEIIES I D%
CELAOANDFEEICHDH B, Z D— A— AHE Ay
KROLNDNED, HEE, KE, ZEZEH» 2
NRIEEXA ) NEH, MWBEI L - L LWHEES
Bbhh-722 LIkt L
HEDIS, HBEFIER AR CEETH 2, ik
ELDRL S 2WBITHR VLD L, ZHUCE-T

TIT7RADHBEERZZIT vl

v
LA, FENERE H 7> iz fa]
ETIUE, BAICEIESD 2 A3
BRREICE > THMMICR 2 X2 2
INTHMEICHES Z L2z Zb ) 200s
z L FEOG2ET T, ZICWVT LA L &%~z

EVI)DTAZEDBENE2 5 £ Wi
wﬁm;wm:ﬁwfﬁ&v,?w:k

:k%ﬁmmu%ﬁﬁw%w:fé‘ttTéaw
ZDL ) T NIZML R TWTMH 2K 53 AT

HB, Wb E L 2o oo ZMLDBDTH

N

< maraald I e S P Tl
LDTH B I THEA TV 22450 b 2. -

>&mﬂﬁﬂ@%&m:%§t?&%k&f
D & ZICIE AR 2 R % L 7e 5 L AC, o350

NDIBEREE 2 KD T v 3 WOFERIC L L, =
Py

nk
N

Ly
+

PN

=

) 33 A F 74 )3 Bl )~ &L, b 2 A .
DEPITT BB IC RtV T B B9 o L

'
19
LZwEwinth s WDERDFIZ, #13 Tt

TREVGH D ETBERE M,

the si
a chi
dema
play"
owes
witho
for su
Th
Hans:
fact
and |
have
respo
in sp
not b
ed T
growr
What
he is
certais
and s
rather
take i
Ma
that p
peace
deniec
provid
becom
and |
ultima
honest
in fav
onesel
weakes




2 folls o do(ERS e

RBERALRTF

SHER B~ %

|
7R 1AM BHEFMLO
the simplest pleasure. Without primary discipline,
a child will grow up expecting that his every
demand be met, and whimpering and calling foul
play'® when it is not. He will think that society
owes him a living, happiness, security, etc.,
without making the sacrifices that are necessary

for such comforts.

This, apparently, is what has happened to
Hansen. He is suing his parents in spite of the
fact that they have paid for his psychiatric bills
and have established a trust fund so that he will
have spending money.'® They appear to be
responsible parents who are caring for their son
in spite of his ingratitude. Perhaps if they had
not been so compassionate, and actually punish-
ed Tom when he was young, he would have
grown up with respect for himself and others.
What he intends to do with the money for which
he is suing his parents is open to speculation;
certainly, though, he will never attempt to work
and support himself. Such an ingrate'’ would
rather bring about his parents’ ruination than
take it upon himself to earn a living.

Malpractice suits of all types are an indication
that people believe that they have some right to
peace and happiness, and that when these are
denied, they may appeal to legal institutions to
provide “justice” and be repaid. That money has
become a substitute for abstractions such as love
and knowledge indicates that money is the
ultimate goal in our culture. Old values of
honesty and communion'® have been abandoned
in favor of!'?® selfishness and refusal to blame
oneself for one’s condition; such a trend can only
weaken the bond that holds us together.
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